Diocese of Fall River
Office of the Bishop

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, 5.0.V,, D.I),

MWovember 2, 2025

Dezar Friends in Chirist,
Grace and peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ.

As your bishop, one of my greatest responsibilities is o ensure thal the faithful of our Diocese
will always have good and holy priests 1o shepherd them. And yet, priestly vocations are never the work
of one person alone. They arise when the whole Church prays for, encourages, and calls forth those men
whaom God has chosen,

For this reason, our Diccese is once again hosting Called by Name on November 8-9, during
which I ask vou to help me identify young men who demonstrate faith, generosity, and leadership.

You may recall this initiative from last year, through which the Vocation Office received 164
submissions. We have seen tremendous fruit from this effort, with more men in discermment growps,
attending events, and being accompanied by our Voeation Team. Thanks be to God, we aceepted fve new
seminarians, and many more are in serious discernment.

We now have nine men in formation for the pricsthood for the 20235-26 academic yvear. Yet, our
overall goal 15 1o attain and mamtain 25 seminanans for the Diocese of Fall River so we can ordain
enough priests o sall our parshes and provide the sacraments to our faith communities.

To continue this momentum, we want to connect with even more incredible young men this vear?
Iimvite you Lo nominate young men in vour community who live their faith with integrity, serve
generously, and show potential for Christian leadership. Your nomination may be the spark that helps a
young man apen his heart more fully to God’s eall. Don't hesitate to nominate a young man again, we
want to continue to support him.

¥ou may use the cards provided at Mass or submit names online at fallevervocations.org, For
those under 18, please include their parems’ names as well,

This efliort is dear (o my heart. With your thoughtful participation, 1 am confident the Lord will
raise up many new shepherds for his pecple. May this campaign bear lasting fruit for our Diocese and for
the salvation of souls.

Sincerely in Christ,

Mk erend Ldgar M. da Cunha, SDWV
Bishopof the Diccese of Fall River



